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Ed Packard Continues to Urge the Alabama Legislature to Secure Electronic Voting Machines 
Prattville, Alabama – Today, Ed Packard, Republican Party candidate for Secretary of State, announced his 
continued support for Senate Bill 46 (SB46), legislation introduced by Senator Clyde Chambliss, State Senator 
representing Autauga, Chilton, Coosa, Elmore, and Tallapoosa Counties.  The bill would prohibit remote 
connections to electronic voting machines deployed in Alabama’s elections. As a resident of Prattville, Mr. Packard 
is one of Senator Chambliss’ constituents. 

As he has explained previously at various events, Mr. Packard noted that under current law, there is no prohibition 
on electronic voting machines carrying technology that would allow persons to connect to those machines remotely, 
whether by Internet or otherwise.   

Mr. Packard announced yesterday at the meeting of the Republican Women of Madison that legislators have moved 
SB46 closer to final passage by the Alabama Legislature.  

“I’m glad that Senator Chambliss’ bill has not only passed the Alabama Senate already, but, yesterday, significant 
progress was made to advance the legislation in the Alabama House of Representatives,” he shared.  

Yesterday, the House Constitution, Campaigns, and Elections Committee accepted an amendment that identified 
other types of technology that could be used to remotely connect to voting machines, not just Internet capability.  
The additional technologies include Bluetooth, Near Field Communication (NFC), and similar devices. 

“Adding these technologies to the bill - and prohibiting their use in our voting machines - only makes stronger and 
more vigorous Alabama’s efforts to secure our voting machines against voter fraud,” Mr. Packard asserted.  

Mr. Packard reminded Alabamians, “The Alabama Electronic Voting Committee voted several years ago to adopt a 
policy of not approving for use in Alabama any electronic voting machine that incorporate devices used to connect 
to the Internet – whether through the use of Wi-Fi, ethernet cards, or cell phone networks.  However, despite the 
vote by that committee, state law does not prohibit the use of these technologies in our voting machines.” 

Senator Chambliss’ bill, SB46, addresses this issue.  

Mr. Packard encourages the House of Representatives to give this bill its full support and approval, which would 
then set up a vote in the Senate so that Senators can concur in the inclusion of the additional technologies added to 
the bill by the House committee. 

“Passage of this bill into law by the Legislature is a vital part of efforts to ensure that Alabamians can have 
continued confidence in our election system,” Mr. Packard declared. 
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